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“It is not by forgetting where 

we come from that we 

become who we are.1” 

I can't deny my roots. I will 

always be Ludivine Oyono, 

born in Yaoundé, Cameroon, 

from the Mefou-akono 

region. My life has been far 

from simple... Getting rid of 

the burdens, the gangrene 

that strangles one's life, 

requires supernatural 

strength. Understanding and 

accepting the problem, in 

order to finally overcome it, is 

a long-term struggle.… 

 

 
1 - « It's not by forgetting where we come 

from that we become who we are ». Film 

Fatal, Fatal's mother in Fatal Bazooka. 
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-October 1, 1988- 

A woman is screaming. Her 

contractions are causing her 

pain. We are in Nkoldongo, 

Yaoundé, Cameroon. She is 

already the mother of five 

children; this is her sixth 

child on the way.... 

Two hours later, she gave 

birth in great pain. She later 

told her other children that 

she thought she would die 

during the birth. Ludivine, 

throughout her childhood, 

was singled out by her 

brothers and sisters: « You 

were the one who wanted to 

kill Mom when you came into 

the world». 
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-December 1, 1988- 

The baby is already two 

months old; his star shines 

brightly. It's nightfall. 

Ludivine's parents have 

brought the baby to the 

banks of a river: -Luc, 

Ludivine's father, is holding 

in a raffia bag: a small 

crocodile, a coffin, a chain, 

and lots of other small 

animals and various objects.: 

« It's been two months now 

that I haven't been able to 

take her star that shines 

so brightly. I'm still her 

father; it's to me that this 

luxuriant life must return. 

If I can't snatch all her life, 

then she must suffer». 
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- Isabelle, Ludivine's mother: 

« You are the head of the 

family, you decide, give me 

your decision and we will act 

as you wish ». 

What happened that night? 

What did they do?  
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